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JOINT STATEMENT

The 13th Meeting of the Conference of Parliamentary Committees for European Integration/Affairs of the Countries participating in the Stabilization and Association Process of the South-East Europe (COSAP) was held in Skopje on 25-26 February 2018 at the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia. 
The Meeting was attended by members of the parliamentary committees on European Integration/Affairs from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia. 
Members of the Committees on European Integration of the Grand National Assembly of the Republic of Turkey and the Parliament of Kosovo attended the Meeting as observers. 
Chair of the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the European Funds of the Parliament of Bulgaria, representatives of the European parliament, representatives of non-governmental organisations, and the representatives of the diplomatic corps participated in the Meeting as special guests.
With the goal of regularly exchanging views on issues related to the Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP), as well as the EU enlargement process, with regard to the new credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans presented by the European Commission, the COSAP members at the 13 th conference in Skopje:
 

1. Welcomed the priorities of the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU in the first half of 2018 concerning the European perspective and the connectivity of the Western Balkans as well as the Summit of Heads of State and Government dedicated to the Western Balkans to be held this Маy. In this context they positively assessed the renewed EU support for the future of the region as an integral part of the EU, following the meeting of the European Council in Thessaloniki in 2003;

2. Emphasized their full agreement with the assessments contained in A credible enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans (the Strategy) and supported the enlargement policy as a long-term and strategic concept in Europe and the region that will contribute to shared benefits in terms of peace, security and prosperity in Europe. They positively evaluated the new approach of the Strategy as a document which lays down obligations not only for the candidate countries but also for the EU, i.e. it gives the enlargement process a two-sided character. At the same time, they voiced satisfaction with the EC’s 2025 Roadmap for a More United, Stronger and more Democratic Union, which proposes, based on existing agreements, improving the efficiency of the decision-making process within the EU by expanding the scope of the qualified-majority voting process to include foreign policy and internal market issues;  
3. Positively assessed the increase in the financial support for the implementation of the Strategy, which in 2018 will amount to one billion euros in support of the transformation process of the societies of Western Balkan countries, as well as the Western Balkans Investment Framework where the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance – IPA will gradually increase by 2020 and will play a central role in enticing foreign investments in the region;  
4. Welcomed the initiative of the European Commission to strengthen the rule of law by broadening the existing negotiation documents and the action plans for all Western Balkan countries. They agreed that these policies should aligned with EU standards through improving the assessment of implemented reforms and sending new advisory missions in all countries;

5. Supported  the initiative of the European Commission to reinforce engagement on security and migration through increased cooperation for fighting organised crime, countering terrorism and violent extremism and on border security and migration management;

6. Positively evaluated the initiative of the European Commission to enhance support for socio-economic development with special focus on employment and social policies; 
7. Agreed with the initiative of the European Commission to increase transport and energy connectivity of the region with the EU, including new investment support with emphasis on strengthening all the dimensions of the EU’s Energy Union and expanding the Union to the Western Balkans;

8. Underlined the importance of the initiative of the European Commission for a Digital Agenda for the Western Balkans which includes a roadmap to facilitate lowering roaming costs, support to the deployment of broadband in the region and development of e-Government, e-Procurement, e-Health and digital skills; 

9. Agreed with the initiative of the European Commission to support reconciliation and good neighbourly relations which includes supporting transitional justice, missing persons and increased cooperation in education, culture, youth and sport; 

10.  Expressed full support for the Berlin Process, initiated by German Chancellor Angela Merkel as well as the summits held in Berlin, Paris, Vienna, Trieste and the upcoming Summit in London, all aimed at revitalising the enlargement policy and visibly strengthening the regional cooperation. They particularly welcomed the signing of the Declaration on Regional Cooperation by Western Balkans Foreign Ministers in Vienna aimed at resolving the bilateral issues and calling against blocking the EU accession process of neighbouring countries. They underlined the importance of the Transport Community Treaty signed in Trieste, the need for its implementation through specific development projects, such as Corridor VIII and Corridor X, in order to improve the transport infrastructure and regional connectivity, to enhance the economies and citizens’ standard of living. They welcomed the establishment of the Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO) in Tirana, as well as the possibility of restoring the confidence among the youth and advancing their mutual cooperation on the path to the EU; 
11. Emphasised the importance of including civil society organisations and associations, as well as every citizen on a broader level, in the work of the parliamentary committees on European Integration/Affairs in terms of monitoring the EU legislation and promoting European values; 
12. Proposed giving greater impetus to the regional cooperation between the parliamentary committees on European Integration/Affairs with the goal of promoting European values, exchanging best practices in the adoption of national laws and their harmonisation with the EU acquis and strengthening the parliamentary oversight function;
13. Voiced their expectation that the integration of Western Balkan countries into the European Union will be completed by 2025;
14. The countries participating in the Stabilisation and Association Process voice their readiness to continue with the mutual cooperation and extend gratitude to the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia for organising 13 th COSAP Meeting and express full support to the next chairing parliament - the Parliament of Montenegro. 
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